Castle
From the Series Zug in Perspective

The castle is one of the landmarks of the town and Zug’s
oldest preserved monument. As the only private building in
the Old Town, it is today open to the public, giving visitors the chance to glimpse behind the walls, put foot in the
medieval tower and wander round the historic, 17th – 19th
century rooms. Since 1982 the castle has been home to
the cultural-historical museum for the town and canton of

Zug, and part of the museum’s collection is permanently
on display here with special exhibitions being held regularly.

History
The centre part of the castle is the oldest remaining building in
Zug, and yet it has only been documented since the late
middle ages. According to recent researches, the castle was the
seat of representatives of the rulers of the time, firstly the
Counts of Lenzburg, then the Counts of Kyburg, who are of particular significance as the founders of Zug town, and finally
the Counts of Habsburg. In 1315 the Habsburg-Austrian army
supposedly congregated near the castle before marching
to the battle of Morgarten. At the time of the siege of Zug

in 1352, the Confederates, using an
offence-tunnel under the tower, were able
to take the castle and burn it down.
Rebuilding commenced immediately and
towards the end of the 14th century the
castle became a private residence.
Over the years we find the names of several significant Zug families as owners,
such as Eberhart, Zurlauben, Wickart, Letter,
Brandenberg, Landtwing and Kolin.
In 1945 the municipality of Zug purchased
the castle from the Hediger family,
intending to set up the cantonal history
museum there. This aim was only
achieved in 1982 with the assistance of the
Canton, who had the castle renovated.

Building Phases
Archaeological researches in the area
around the castle and on the building
itself have proved that the small
island, formed by the two tributaries
of the river, has been built on since
the early middle ages. At that time
wooden pile dwellings, sunk into the
ground, were erected in the area round
where the castle now stands. They
later fell into disuse and the area was
levelled off. It was discovered that the
fragments of Roman tiles found amongst
the rubble had not come from the
immediate vicinity, but from long-since
demolished dwellings over a wide area.
A long period of building inactivity followed. In the 11th/12th century
the first ring wall was erected with
an artificially raised mound in the middle,
a so-called motte. To a large extent
this still today defines the course of the
inner ring wall. In the 12th century
the mound was removed, leaving a
so-called curtain wall: a high ring wall
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enveloping the buildings inside it like a cloak. The square
tower still standing today was erected in the middle of this curtain wall after 1173 under the Counts of Kyburg, and probably
originally included a defence platform and battlements.
The lower floor of the northerly wooden extension wing rests
on the old remaining curtain wall and dates from the
time when rebuilding took place after the pillaging of 1352.

Over the centuries private owners increasingly made alterations to the castle giving it the look of a prestigious private
residence. So, in the mid-16th century, to compensate for the
slowly disappearing fortress appearance and to emphasize
the term «castle», an outer ring wall topped with battlements
was erected. The corner stones of the tower, adorned with
gargoyles and mythical figures, date from the same era, but
the gable roof had been added previously – as early as the
15th century. Distinctive elements from the late middle ages
are the large half-timbered building on the east wing and
the extra storey added to the north wing. Reconstruction work
in 1979–81 restored the castle to its 18th century appearance,
and an underground room for the safe-keeping of cultural
objects was added.

Museum and historic residence
The history museum for the town and canton of Zug has been
housed in the castle since 1982, whereby the castle itself
is the most important «exhibit», offering an elegant backdrop
to a collection of artefacts from the Middle Ages to the
20th century. In addition, the rooms document the long history

of its construction – so for example the cellar-like, half-sunken
room on the ground floor – today café and shop – the
massive, bare blocks of stone of the northerly tower wall dating from the 12/13th century and the ceiling beams of 1355.
The oldest part of the wall is the rounded north wall, an
intact part of the curtain wall from the 12th century. The conversions of the lower two storeys of the tower and the
stairs are recent – 1979–1982. A tour of the castle takes
us through various rooms in their original state. On the first
floor the so-called Hediger Room is dated 1890 – the era
of the last owners, who had the panelling and ceilings decorated in neo-renaissance style. On the floor above, in the
medieval tower, a surprise awaits us in the Landtwing Chamber. It is named after its founder Franz Fidel Landtwing,

who, having completed military service in
France, returned in 1755 to create this
elegant salon in French style with ornately
decorated panelling and paintings.
The two rooms on the other side of the
corridor, however, show how the wealthy
citizens of Zug lived in the baroque

era. Both rooms are decorated with colourful wallpapers (1982 screen-printing
copied from fragments of the original wallpaper) and crown or bull's-eye glass
panes. In the tower room on the third
floor, the baroque rustic, stucco ceiling
with a reproduction of the Order of
St. Louis in the centre (awarded by the
French king for military services) is a
reminder of how economically important
the mercenary system was for Zug.
In another room an audio-visual model of
the town enables you to follow the
architectural growth of Zug from 1200

right up to the present day. And finally a climb up to the
fourth floor is worthwhile to see the impressive late-Gothic
roof truss. The large basement room, built in 1982, is
used for special exhibitions and for storing the art treasures
when not on show.
Part of the extensive collection is on permanent display.
The period rooms are conservatively fitted out, while

the remaining rooms display a variety of subjects – for example medieval sacred art. The Luthiger family’s chemist’s
shop (situated in the Neugasse from 1814–1987) is displayed
in its entirety – a historical illustration of commerce and
trade, and of everyday life in the 19th and 20th centuries.
The majority of the collection held in store consists
of articles documenting the political, economic and cultural
history of Canton Zug: testimonials to the history of the
guilds and coinage, to trade, commerce and industry, craftsmanship, sacred and secular art, domestic culture, weapons and uniforms.
Considering its size, Zug has produced an impressive number of artists and craftsmen. The work of sculptors and
painters renowned in the baroque era was in demand in places

as far away as Berne and Constance.
However, numerous other craftsmen spread the fame of the town beyond
the borders of Canton Zug and
their artistry is prestigiously represented in the collection: stained-glass
artists, goldsmiths, organ-builders,

stove-makers, clock-makers and
pewter-casters.
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