Town Walls and
Towers
From the Series Zug in Perspective

Town Walls and Towers
Construction of the outer town wall was commenced in the
summer of 1478, at the same time as the foundations for
St. Oswald’s Church were laid. This marked the beginning of
extensive building activity in Zug, which continued into
the first half of the 16th century. The same master builder was

1

responsible for both projects: Hans Felder senior from
Oettingen bei Nördlingen (D), who at that time was already
employed by Zurich town council. The extension of Zug
town followed a precise plan, probably drawn up by Felder himself, in which the first signs of urban development can be
seen: The strikingly regular polygon ground plan, splayed out
to form a circle round the existing 13th century town, is
still in evidence today. Another new road, today called
Neugasse, formed the radius of this construction. It is therefore not surprising that in 1478 the new gate A and adjoining
sections of town wall to the north of the town near today’s Post
Office Square were built first, at the end of the Neugasse. After
that, construction work ceased until 1486/87, possibly
because Felder moved to Zurich. In 1487 Hans Umgelter from

Esslingen (D), again a south-German master-builder, was
charged with the task of continuing the town wall construction.
Umgelter did not, however, simply carry on where Felder
had left off. By constructing an additional town gate, the
Löberen Gate near today’s Aegeristrasse, he established an
important route from Horgen on Lake Zurich over the
Hirzel pass to Zug. Here too, together with the gate tower, at
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least one of the adjoining sections of the wall was built,
namely a section that is still in existence, up to the Capuchin
Tower G. Master-builder Umgelter’s stay in Zug was short
too, and so building was halted once again, this time for much
longer, the reason for which is not clear. It could have
been due to a lack of suitable master-builders, who, like Felder
and Umgelter, were evidently very mobile. Financial difficulties, however, can be ruled out. So work on the town walls
only recommenced in 1518, this time with Ulrich Giger in
charge; a master-building from the Walser settlement in
Prismell in today’s Valsesia (I). Giger began with the construction of the Oberwil Gate to the south of the town by today’s
Casino. It was not until ten years later – in 1528 – that the
town wall around the Löberen Gate B was completed. The wall

was 850 metres long and included
six round towers, in addition to the three
gate towers already mentioned, plus
two additional free-standing gates and
two culverts, protected by grids.
Thanks to the construction of the new
town wall, the town was enlarged more
than six-fold, but the remaining
areas were left undeveloped until
the 19th century. From the 1840s onwards
large sections of the town wall were
demolished, as well as all the gates
and two of the six round towers, namely
the Salzbüchsli tower I and the Geissweid tower H. Today the town wall, together with the four remaining round
towers, is still intact near the Capuchin G,
Knopfli F and Huwiler E towers, the
latter of which includes one of the two
above-mentioned culverts. The town
wall and the towers are, with the exception of the Knopfli Tower, the property of Zug Town and are listed buildings.

The Powder Tower
The Powder Tower D was built in 1522
at the south-easterly corner of the
town wall and heightened probably in
1532. The two dates chiselled into
crenel openings on two levels could be
an indication of this. The outer diameter of the tower is 14 metres and the
thickness of the lower part of the wall
at least 2.70 metres tapering upwards to
1.80 metres. The marks where the
town wall, now demolished, had adjoined the tower can still be seen, proving
that the wall had been built on to
the existing tower. The consoles over the
main entrance originally supported
the wooden parapet that led from both
sides of the adjoining walls. Until
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about 1600 the tower had no name but, as its later name
suggests, it was used to store gunpowder. However, for safety
reasons, the town council constantly had the barrels of
powder distributed among other towers, as for example in
1652 when a particularly severe storm was predicted. Since
the demolition of the town wall in 1885, the tower has
stood alone on the Zugerbergstrasse, and itself very nearly
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faced demolition. This was averted, however, and urgent
renovation work to the outside walls was carried out in
1990/91, and a complete restoration in 1999. Today the Powder
Tower is managed and maintained by the curators, the
so-called GAUR (Great, Omnipotent and Invincible Council of
Zug) who hold their meetings there. It is also used as a
meeting place by the Ornithological Association of Zug. The
ground floor and gallery have been modernised and are
available for hire for social events.

The Huwiler Tower
The exact age of the Huwiler tower is unknown, but it must
have been built between 1522 and 1526. With an outer

diameter of 12 metres it is considerably smaller than the
Powder Tower and practically the same size as its northerly neighbour, the Knopfli Tower. Without a name until the late 18th
century, it was then called the «Hof» tower. Why it was later
given the name Huwiler is not clear because it never belonged to anybody of that name. The two adjoining sections of
the town wall are still intact. In the southerly section the
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above-mentioned culvert can be seen, and on the north side
the wall still retains its original height together with the
restored battlement parapet. Originally the only entrance to
the tower was via this parapet, and we are reminded of this
by the five consoles beneath the pointed arched doorways on
the first floor town-side. The door and the two door-like
windows on the outer side of the tower were added in 1826.
Today the sections of wall adjoining the Huwiler Tower
are the only remaining free-standing ones, giving visitors to
the near-by Daheim Park an idea of what the original town
fortification of the 16th century was like. The Corporals'
Association Zug (UOV) has rented the tower since 1975, and
its members have lovingly and authentically restored
it at their own cost. It is available for hire for social events.
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The Knopfli Tower
The outer dimensions of the Knopfli tower, excluding the roof,
are the same as the Huwiler tower. Originally just called
«Tower in the Village», it was – confusingly - given the name
Huwiler tower at the beginning of the 18th century, simply because it belonged to a person named Huwiler. Around 100
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years later, it was re-named Knopfli, but the details of
this name-change are not known. As with its twin, the exact
date of its construction is unknown, but must also be between 1522 and 1526. With the completion of the last part of
the wall between the Knopfli Tower and the Löberen Gate
in October 1528, Zug town council had ended the construction
of its second town wall. Both sections of the wall on
either sides of the tower are still intact today but are mainly
integrated in the buildings built on to them. The Knopfli
Tower is the property of Zug’s citizens’ council.

The Capuchin Tower
This tower, with the highest and sturdiest walls, is named after
the Capuchin monastery which was founded close to it
in 1595. Built in 1526, a clock was added to the tower latest
in 1549 and hence the original name, High Clock Tower.
Two other names from the 17th and 18th centuries indicate its
other functions: fire-bell and look-out. It is true that from
no other tower do you have such a good view, not only of the
immediate surroundings, but also of the whole area. So
when danger threatened, look-out guards were posted in the
Capuchin tower to sound the fire or flood alarm. The
adjoining sections of the wall are intact, but practically all integrated in other buildings and can only be seen clearly
near where they join the tower. A former fosse and the wall
alongside it are still in evidence beside the steep, narrow road
running from the Capuchin Tower to Post Office Square.
The clock on the town side of the tower was constructed in
1733 by a local clockmaker and was regularly wound up
by hand right until the closure of the monastery in 1997. The
freedom bell hangs in the roof turret over the spire light
on the town-side: the bell so-called because, in commemoration of the end of the Second World War, it has been rung
on the 8th May at 8 p.m. every year since 1946.

Illustrations
1 View of Zug town from the Chronicle of Johannes
Stumpf (1547).
2 Plan for town extension of 1478 – 1528.
3 Powder Tower
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